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Résumé de la conférence 

Since Piaget’s pioneering work on the childhood development of moral judgment the inclination 
within psychology has been to interpret competence in this area as relevant to the self-control 
of conduct, while development of such competence has been regarded as self-constructed.  In 
this presentation I offer an alternative, social psychological perspective on these two issues.  
One starting point is the lack of persuasive evidence that competence in moral judgment 
contributes to self control.  I argue that conduct is normally subject to extensive social control.  
Thus the significance of moral judgment is the part it plays in other control.  That is, moral 
judgment is an instrument of influence and persuasion.  However, it is useful here to 
distinguish the imperative role of social actor that all individuals must play in their social worlds 
from the more optional role of political actor.  In this latter role moral judgments are reflected in 
social attitudes, effectively judgments about the priorities of the collective rather than 
judgments with an interpersonal focus.  The extent to which this latter role is developed 
appears to depend, among other things, on opportunities to acquire political knowledge.  As 
regards the processes by which capacities for moral judgment more generally are developed in 
the individual, I argue that these are social mediated, on contrast to the constructivist view that 
has been the preferred developmental account of these phenomena. 
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